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TheNort h St  r 

he Mission of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ogden is to create a caring, 
inclusive community that encourages freedom in the quest for spiritual and 
intellectual growth and the advancement of social justice in our world. 

The Start of a New Era 

by Bill Hackett, UUCO President 

As Mark Twain has said, ñIt is extremely difficult to make 

predictions, especially when they concern the future.ò  

But I will make one anyway. March 16, 2008 will be 

recognized as the start of a new era for our church. On that 

day, The Reverend Theresa Jane Novak was elected to 

become our settled minister. About eighty percent of active 

members voted in person or by absentee ballot, without a 

single ñNoò vote. This level of support from a Unitarian 

Universalist congregation ï on any issue ï is unusual and 

deserves recognition as a very strong vote of confidence. 

Congratulations, Reverend Theresa! Our commitment to 

you, and yours made to us before this vote, is now firmly 

established. 

As one who has participated fully in the process leading to 

Reverend Theresaôs call, this is a very gratifying time for 

me. It is a ñten-and-a-halfò on a scale of ten. I am even 

more proud than usual to be your President. Right now  

I am giving you all a prayerful embrace, and as I take a  

deep breath I recall the many conversations Iôve had  

with you about your hopes for a shared ministry with 

Reverend Theresa.  

I remember the difficult decisions of the 

Trustees, the Ministerial Search Committee 

and the Committee on Ministry, agonizing 

because we wanted to exercise our best 

judgment on behalf of the congregation.  

I remember the newly arrived Reverend 

Theresa weaving herself into our cloth, giving wise 

counsel, gentle advice, encouragement, and ï most 

important of all ï just giving herself honestly and openly.  

In the beginning, the path toward settled ministry was a 

stressful one for us lay leaders, involving a large amount of 

administrative work and expense, with many inherent 

uncertainties, lack of closure, and with a long period of 

weak connection between us and the ministerial 

candidates. Our right and perfect minister took a while to 

enter the search process. With Reverend Theresa, our 

search became an enjoyable and confident exploration of 

the possibilities of shared ministry, seemingly unbounded 

in potential.  

Because of my access to Theresa (although she makes 

herself accessible to all), I quickly developed a relationship 

The Start of a New Era (Continued on page 3) 

The ñAyesò Have It! 
The Reverend Theresa Jane Novak is Elected Settled Minister of the UUCO 

Every Sunday we light the Flaming Chalice, the symbol of 
Unitarian Universalism. Long ago, Jan Hus, a Czech 

priest, was martyred for believing that a communion 

chalice should be shared with everyone, thus suggesting 

that salvation was for everyone.  

During World War II the Flaming Chalice became an 
official symbol when the Unitarian Service Committee 

adopted it as a light of truth and hope in its 
rescue operations for those who were being 

persecuted by the Nazis. 

Your UUCO Worship Committee invites you and your 

family to light the chalice on Sunday morning. If you 

would like to participate in lighting the chalice please 
contact Dan Arnow. 

An Invitation to Light the Chalice on Sunday Morning 
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These spiritual window-shoppers, 

who idly ask, óHow much is that?ô Oh, Iôm just 

looking. 

They handle a hundred items and put them down, 

shadows with no capital. 

What is spent is love and two eyes wet with weeping. 

But these walk into a shop, and their whole lives pass 

suddenly in that moment, in that shop. 

Where did you go? ñNowhere.ò 

What did you have to eat? ñNothing much.ò 

Even if you donôt know what you want, 

buy _something,_ to be part of the exchanging flow. 

Start a huge, foolish project, 

like Noah. 

It makes absolutely no difference 

what people think of you. 

   ~~Rumi~~ 

 

Sufi poets like Rumi are masters at mysticism. The thing 

I love most about the above poem is that it swirls around 

in the mystical and yet contains some very practical 

advice. OK, maybe it is better to start wise projects, but 

the point is that it is important to DO something with 

your life, even if others might see it as foolish. 

 

ñBe a part of the exchanging flow.ò He isnôt talking 

about the literal marketplace or going crazy with 

consumerism. Do something. Donôt spend your precious 

life just window shopping. Our faith tradition asks us to 

be involved, to be engaged with life and with other 

people. The mystical part is that the more engaged we 

are with others, the more meaningful our individual 

existence becomes. By giving, by spending ourselves, we 

become wealthy. 

 

UUCO has been working hard the last month in a 

process of imagination. We have had several meetings to 

come up with a vision of not only who we are now, but 

what we want to become. What will our church 

community look like, what kind of programs will we 

offer to our members and our visitors, and what role will 

we play in the wider community? Both are about our 

mission and ministry.  

 

Ministry is something that involves the whole church, 

not just the professional minister. We minister to each 

other within our community and we minister to the world 

with our outreach and social justice projects.  

 

At UUCO, I have found that most of you know that. You 

are engaged, you do things, you arenôt just window 

shopping. For this community, it isnôt creating a vision 

of what to do, but one of what we should do next. How 

much of our vision can we accomplish in the next year? 

The answer will depend on many things, but one will be 

how successful our stewardship campaign is this year. I 

am convinced that it will be VERY successful. ñWhat is 

spent is love,ò and we have lots of love here to spend. 

The money will come. We are each a part of that 

exchanging flow, each sharing what we can as we work 

to build the world, the lives we dream about.  

 

Blessings to all of you,  

Rev. Theresa 

 

PS: It is Sunday afternoon and my heart is full. Thank 

you for calling me to be your minister. Special thanks to 

our youth - my eyes filled with tears when I read the 

words they had spoken.  

 

I look forward to the years ahead and discovering where 

we will go and what we will do together. I do know that 

it will be so much more than, ñNothing much.ò 

Below is the poem I read at the party after the vote. 

 
The mountains called to me 

Their golden glow a beacon, 

Shining, leading here. 

Tears and laughter both 

Mingled with the rain and snow, 

Loving hearts and holding hands, 

Good work to do. 

This salty soil holds the miracle of life. 

A garden, precious and rare, 

Flourishes and grows. 

Let us now dance together, 

For a harvest time is here 

And more are yet to come.  

For All That is Our Life                 The Reverend Theresa Novak 
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with her. Within a month or so, the ñstressful workò of an 

abstract ministerial search, a laborious quest for someone 

on the distant horizon, was replaced by a more gratifying 

form of church work - if it can be called work ï the task of 

learning from and building a relationship with an actual 

person, an open, honest, informed, wise and loving person. 

When this transition from ñworkò to ñcreative buildingò 

occurred for me, I knew Theresa was the one. And I knew 

that our shared ministry would take rich new directions 

within this church and within the Ogden community. The 

New Era had begun. 

Now that Reverend Theresa is with us, what are we going 

to do about it? Iôm not speaking of the detailed plans for 

our shared ministry ï those will be the subject of many 

later communications and meetings. I mean, how are we 

going to feed and care for our minister ï indeed for all of 

our partners in this ministry?  

Iôm issuing a few charges to all of us, myself included:  

Let us resolve to remember our ministerôs birthday.  

Letôs occasionally take our minister and her partner out to 

dinner or invite them over. When we have a concern or 

complaint, letôs speak directly to her, and not about her to 

someone else. Letôs remember that ministers like 

affirmation and compliments just like the rest of us. Our 

minister needs to grow in her profession, so letôs be sure to 

support a continuing education plan and a sabbatical plan. 

Until now, others have supported 

Theresaôs professional 

development. Now itôs our turn.  

The minister and trustees together 

will develop yearly plans of work, 

with two or three top priorities for 

the minister and the board, based 

on broad input and agreement. And finally, letôs celebrate 

the important anniversaries in the life of our church and 

our minister, including the date when Reverend Theresa 

was called to our congregation.  

For those of us who are concerned about ministerial 

longevity or ministerial burnout, this short list is a good 

beginning. As for me, I look forward to many years of 

deeply satisfying ministry in partnership with Reverend 

Theresa. The best way to predict the future is to create that 

future. 

My credo for all this is simple but powerful: As your 

ñleader among equals,ò I am determined to maintain an 

environment in which the minister and congregation will 

succeed. This is the essence of successful ministry ï pay 

attention not only to what we do, but also to how we do it. 

And together, we will do it. 

Namaste, 

Bill  

The Start of a New Era (Continued from page 1) 

 

 There is no such thing as a free lunch, right? Well, 
there is, sort of. On April 6, you are invited to join UUCO 

in a free lunch. Just show up (after the service) in the 

fellowship hall AND you can have lunch. So whatôs the 

ñsort ofò part? April 6 is Commitment Sunday. If you have 
been a Unitarian Universalist for a while you know there 

are all sorts of ways to collect pledges of financial support, 

and we are trying a new way this year ð Commitment 
Sunday.  

 The service and lunch on April 6 is being planned by 

the UUCO Stewardship Committee: Laura Anderson, 
Evelyn Bertilson, Bill Hackett, and Tom Taylor. The 

service will be a reflection of why folks are committed to 

UUCO/UUA. As part of the service, we ask that those 

who are pledging bring their pledges to the altar. 
  Although Reverend Theresa will not be with us on 

that Sunday, she has helped us plan the service. She has 

helped us remember that pledging financial support to the 
church is an act of spiritual faith. We give money to 

support the visioning that we are currently involved with. 

We give money to support the 
ideals that are important to us.  

We give money so we can have a 

spiritual home in Northern Utah. 

We give money to keep the light of progressive thinking 
bright in Ogden. 

 As you read this, the finance committee is 

consolidating requests from committees and will, along 
with the board, be prioritizing the budget requests. The 

budget will be larger than it was last year. The Board has 

been encouraging people to think big and to dream of what 
we want to be. There will be items related to ñgreeningò 

our church. There will be requests for items to increase our 

visibility in the community. There will be requests for 

staff support and to provide support for OUTreach. These, 
and more, all came from our recent visioning. 

 It is an exciting time for UUCO. Come to lunch; join 

in the fun all year round. 
      ~ Laura Anderson 

         VP Finance and Facilities 

You are invited to join us April 6 for a FREE LUNCH 
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We are active in so many areas: 

Ú Weekly youth attendance at our drop-in center is 

averaging 30 youth over the past eight weeks.  

Ú Several church folk signed up as adult volunteers.  

Ú We invited Michelle Ripplinger from Ogden High to 

show a film she made with other youth filmmakers at Spy 

Hop Productions in SLC. Two Loves focuses on the 

personal stories of those who have encountered a conflict 
between their sexual orientation and their religion.  

Ú Jenn Thompson is working with our youth to develop 

the program and the invitation for our fundraising 

breakfast.   

Ú Check this out: The web portion (http://

www.uuworld.org/news/articles/101000.shtml) of the UU 

World magazine featured a story on OUTreach and two 
other UU drop in centers for gay youth.  

Ú We offered a sex education class for parents/adults on 

What Is Abstinence?  

Ú Project Leader Gary Horenkamp was the UUCO guest 

speaker at the March 2 Sunday service. His topic was 

OUTreach, a Gift to the Community. Gary praised the 
church for being the only organization in the area reaching 

out to gays.  

Ú The Outreach Advisory Board will be reinvented as a 

formal Board of Directors In July 2008. Some of our 

funders have suggested that a more development-focused 
Board will help with our fundraising. To this end we will 

be recruiting community members with a 

business or development background for 
membership on the Board, as well as folks 

with social service backgrounds.    

    ~ Roxanne Taylor 

News from the OUTreach Resource Center 

Save the Date  

OUTreach fundraising and  

informational breakfast  

Tuesday April 22  

7:30 ï 9:00 AM   

Please bring your friends 

Lifespan Religious Education  

Calendar 

Chalice Club (ages 3-12) 

Sunday, April 6    Game Day (Ages 3-103). Bring a table 

game to share with your friends. Thom Priest & 

Kathy Dowell. 
 

Preschool-Kindergarten (Katherine Witt, Josh 

Thompson, & Kirsten Healy) 
Sundays, April 13 & 27  We believe in caring for our 

planet earth, the home we share with all living things.  
 

Kindergarten-Grade 2  
Sundays, April 13 & 27  Partners with Nature and 

Celebrating Spring 
 

Grade 3- Grade 6 (Angela Epstein) 

Sundays, April 13 & 27  TBA  
 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (YRUU) 

(Teens and Young Adults)  

Sunday, April 6    Commitment Sunday with Tom Taylor 
 

Sunday, April 6    Following the service TBA with Tom 

and Roxanne Taylor (388-6130). 
 

Sunday, April 13    Bridges to Build with Dan Litchford 
and Worship Associate Dan Arnow 

 

Saturday, April 19   Celebrate Earth Day at the Ogden 
Nature Center.  

 
Sunday, April 20    Got to Get Back to the Garden with 

The Reverend Theresa Novak and Worship Associate 

Thomas Priest 
 

Sunday, April 27    Kuan Yin Spring Festival with the 

Earth Centered Spirituality Group and Worship Associate 

Jeffrey Del Bosque 
 

Intergenerational Services 

Sunday, April 20    Got to Get Back to the Garden with 
The Reverend Theresa Novak and Worship Associate 

Thomas Priest. 

 

Nursery 
Nursery care is available before, during and after the 

service from 9:30 to 12:30. 

 

RE Committee 

Thom Priest, (Committee Chair), Kathy Dowell, Marilyn 

Johnson, Evelyn Bertilson, Diana Priest (Administrative 

Assistant) and Doris Geide Stevenson (Board VP for 
Lifespan Religious Education). 

 

The next meetings will be held on Wednesday, April 2 
from 5:30-7:30 at the UUCO. 
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Meet the New Members 

We bid a warm welcome to the following new UUCO Members: 
 

John Carey, Andre Goheen, Gary Horenkamp, Brenda Marsteller Kowalewski, 

Josh and Jenn Thompson  

 

We welcome you with full hearts to this, our beloved community. 

Pledge Card for 2008-2009 

July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 

If you will not be able to attend April 6 services, please deliver (in person or mail to church) your pledge form to a mem-
ber of the Stewardship Committee: Laura Anderson, Evelyn Bertilson, Bill Hackett, Tom Taylor.   

Annual 

Income

Weekly 

Pmt

 

Monthly 

Pmt 

 Annual 

Pledge 

Weekly 

Pmt

 Monthly 

Pmt 

 Annual 

Pledge 

Weekly 

Pmt

 Monthly 

Pmt 

 Annual 

Pledge 

10,000$   4.17$     17$     200$      6.25     25.00      300.00      10.42     41.67      500$      

25,000$   10.42$   42$     500$      15.63   62.50      750.00      26.04     104.17    1,250$   

35,000$   14.58$   58$     700$      21.88   87.50      1,050.00   36.46     145.83    1,750$   

40,000$   16.67$   67$     800$      25.00   100.00    1,200.00   41.67     166.67    2,000$   

50,000$   20.83$   83$     1,000$   31.25   125.00    1,500.00   52.08     208.33    2,500$   

70,000$   29.17$   117$   1,400$   43.75   175.00    2,100.00   72.92     291.67    3,500$   

90,000$   37.50$   150$   1,800$   56.25   225.00    2,700.00   93.75     375.00    4,500$   

125,000$ 52.08$   208$   2,500$   78.13   312.50    3,750.00   130.21   520.83    6,250$   

150,000$ 62.50$   250$   3,000$   93.75   375.00    4,500.00   156.25   625.00    7,500$   

200,000$ 83.33$   333$   4,000$   125.00 500.00    6,000.00   208.33   833.33    10,000$ 

300,000$ 125.00$ 500$   6,000$   187.50 750.00    9,000.00   312.50   1,250.00 15,000$ 

400,000$ 166.67$ 667$   8,000$   250.00 1,000.00 12,000.00 416.67   1,666.67 20,000$ 

500,000$ 208.33$ 833$   10,000$ 312.50 1,250.00 15,000.00 520.83   2,083.33 25,000$ 

Chart of Financial Information to Guide Intentional Giving

Giving @ 2% Giving @ 3% Giving @ 5%

 

Name(s) 

  

Pledges will be submitted on 

April 6 as part of the 

worship service. 
  

Plan on joining us in the 

fellowship hall for lunch 

after the service. 

  

Address 

 

 

(if we donôt have it or donôt have it right) 

  

Phone 

  

  

E-mail  

  

Your generous monthly pledge of $ _________ x 12 = 

  

$ _________ (annual amount) is greatly appreciated. 

  

 

  

Signature:  

Unitarian Universalist Church of Ogden 

705 23rd Street 

Ogden, UT 84403 

 


